(19) 




Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(12) 



(11) EP 1 081 728 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Date of publication A3: 


(51) intci7: H01H 13/70, H01 H 13/14 




06.03.2002 Bulletin 2002/10 






(43) 


Date of publication A2: 








07.03.2001 Bulletin 2001/10 






(21) 


Application number: 00306760.0 






(22) 


Date of filing: 08.08.2000 






(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) 


Inventor: Klmura, Toru, 




AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 




R&D Center of Polymatech Co., Ltd. 




MC NL PT SE 




Tokyo (JP) 




Designated Extension States: 








AL LT LV MK RO SI 


(74) 


Representative: Whalley, Kevin 








MARKS & CLERK, 57-60 Lincoln's Inn Fields 


(30) 


Priority: 30.08.1999 JP 24413399 




London WC2A 3LS (GB) 


(71) 


Applicant: Polymatech Co., Ltd. 








Tokyo (JP) 







(54) Decorated key top and manufacturing method thereof 



(57) A decorated key top presenting light transmit- 
ting iris gloss and good appearance giving a feeling of 
high quality, that can be produced at low cost through a 
continuous production process in which a liquid crystal- 



line organic polymer layer (4) preferably of cholesteric 
orientated liquid crystalline organic polymer is formed 
on the key top (10) surface and/or back, and methods, 
for manufacturing such a decorated key top. 
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